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The following are prominent mombers of the Ho Chi ifinh Government whose
appointments are desizned to lend credence to Viet [Zinh claims that the
governzent is represcntative of all political and religious grouns in Viet
Ham, Thesc individuals arc actually figurcheads and exercise little or no
autherity,

L ]

1., FPhan fmh. llinister of Zeonowy. lmmbor of the Democratic Party. Among the
high-level can-bo, ’han ‘nh is the only one vho displays an openly antagonistic
attitude torard the Ilo Chi inh Govermmont.

Before I'rench forces occupied the area, the linistry of Zeonony was at Vinh
Yen. Betwcen 1743 and 1949, the Democratic Party was extremely active in the
Vinh Yen-Thue Yen area and sccured the support of a large murber of intel-
loctuals for the Viet T'irh. This was largely the result of the influcnce of
the many young intsllectuals, of few of whom were [ormer nandarins, working
in the Uinistry of Jeonomy. {han Anh and his followsers believe that the
Jomocratic Party can cocperate offectively with the Comraunist Party of Indo-
china (P2I) and spread this velief among the nopulation, The Communists
however, although openly advocating a policy of union with the Denmocratic
Party, are trying to rally Democcratic Party members to the PCI and to use
then to create dissension within Democratic Party ranks.

Doc Lap, the newspaper of the Democrutic Party, is published only irrozularly.
The Tainistry of Jeonony has its ovm oublication, Zeonowic lonthly Leview, bub
since 19L7 iess than four iscues have appearad.

The activity of the linistry of Zconomy is slackening, Phan .nh is o sick

man and since the end of ‘orld .jar IT has weaksned both nentally and physically.
Than .mh's vife is also 11l and has been allowed to go to flong Konz for
roatmomt ol cancer of the iiidneys.

e Ju Dinh floe. inister of Justice. iomber of the Jemoscabic Jarty. During
Tha 717t year of the war a;ainst the Ironch, Vu Dinh Joo was vory active.
~t thaw time, loe, Ju Trong Xhanh and scwl othors launched an oditborial
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capaign agannst uang Dam, an editor of Su That, the newspaper of the PCI,
Tmang Dam reproached lloe for taking advantose of the the aubonomous organiaam
tion of the linistry of Justice to act in an independent and antogoristic
manner. (wang Dam wes censured by Ifo Chi Uinh for the affair, on the grounds,
havover, thai it was too early to unveil Hoe's attitude nublicly.

In early 1945, Hoe led a Ho Chi linh Goversnment mission to investizote il
legal activities of high-ranking can-bo in the vorious zones and provincial
cchelons, Op this occasion, lloc snergetically carried out his mission,
reporting guilby can-bo, regardless of whether or not they wore POI rexbors.
Subsequently, loe himself was censured and only two years alter o Chi Hrh
had ordered Ovang Daw to ston his attack on Hoe, Uoc was toid by rYhen Van
Dong, Vies Prosident of the Ho Chi Ulinh Govermment, "hethsr we like it or
not, we must follow Socialist dostrine,®

4t present, the activities of ths Iinistry of Justice are handled by the
Deputy Uinister, Tran Cong Tuong, while Vu Dinh loe and a swall staff stay
at a farm aboet ten kilometers from Thai lguyen.

Cu Huy Can., ‘dnister of Agriculture. Nember of the Democratic Farty.

Hnister of Youth. Liamber of the Democratic Party. Since

Dnong Due 1l
Var I the linistry of Youth has been almost inactive,

Ths end of .

17

Uguyen Van Duyen. Iinister of Zducation. Uember of the Democratic Party.
ALl of the work of the llinistry of IBducation is entrusited to the Deputy
Ninister, lguyeon fhaoh Toan. iluyen is not even permitted to abtend Llew lovel
confercnces.,

Hoang [3nh Giam, Ilinister of Foreign AMffairs. The Ministry of Foreign ifw
fairs began 1o function only after the He Chi [finh Government was recosnise
by the Soviet bloc, Before that time the !Hnistry inecluded only five pergong,
including the Mindster and a wessonger. o Chi linh personally initiates ol
action in the Uinistry,

Phan Ke Toal. linistor of Interior. Toai has aged a great deal since he
was Governor of Worth Viet lam under the Japanese, le is now very weak and
is Forced o use a walking stick. The wori of the MMinistry of Intoericr is
handled by the Jeputy linister; Tran Duy lunz, and Teal attends only an
occasional large conference, if it happens to be held near his hove.

Chu Ba Phuong. Iinister of Soecial Uelfare, This Uinisbry exists in pame
oy ob _£_§ end of Jorld Jar [T, Chu Ba Phuong rotired to his home in vViet
Ton, Bac Giany Proviuce, but when the French attacked the area in uly 1949,
the ilinister was invited to live in the I'rusident!s palace in the Vict Dee
Intersector. Vist Ifnh sscurity agents were always stabioned arcund hiz hone
in Viet Yen wad he is now escoritad by secwsity guards whencver he travols.

A security wost be passes has been instracted to report ks fact lrmediatel;
Yo Lhs usuperior echelon.

Dr. Sguyen Taa Gi Trong., Director General of Information until late 1948,
Trong 1s & Cntholic intellectual and o non-Communist. Jhen the Information
and Broadeasting Services moved to Bac Kan in Decader 1346 with s al other
central govermmcnt services, the Deputy lindster of Justice, Tran Jong Tuong,
was assigned to assist Dr. Trong. Actuallyr Tuongsduties were to rep o the
aciivities of Dr. Trong.
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Ab that time, the staff of the Information Service was made up primariiy of
non-Comunists, rost of them mewbers of the Democcratic Party. Gradually,
however, som> of Trong's associates joimed the PCI, more from opportunism
than convietion. These men insisted on the creation of a Directing Committes
with complete control over the Information Service and the Director Canersl.
Because of Dr. Troug'!s protests, he was transferred to the post of Secretary
Genoral of the Pormancnt Cormittee of the ilational assenbly.

Although the title Permanent Committee of the Nutional assembly suggoests a
la.-ge and active organization, it actually includes only the Vico Prosident,
Father Pham Da Truc, a secretory, and Dr. Trong, The President of the Com-

-mittes, Ton fuc Thang, dees not keep in contact with the Committce, Father

Truc once stated hall seriously, "A year's work for the Cormittee consists
only of several appeals to the peoplc on the fow occasions of naivional festie
vals or commcnorations.?

Fovisos ruwil wd LOUWCs VACE iTesident of the Permanent Jommittee of the

Hdational Assembly. True's duties consist of daiiy reading and attendance

at holiday meetings. Occasionally he signs appeals to the people in the name
of Ton Duc Thang, President of the Permancnt Commities, [ather Truc is some—
times invited to dinner by llo Chi linh. .
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